Mr# Lawrence Walsh 7627 Old. Receiver lioad 

Office of Special Prosecutor Frederick, Md. 21702 

555 13 St., HW 701 W 9/7/92 

Washington, DC 20004 

Dear Mr. Walsh, 

4s in Poe's story of "The Purloined Letter" I think there is something just as 
obvious in the Iran/Contra matter that everyone has missed. 

When President Reagan had Attorney General Meese at the White House to handle the 
limited-disclosure press conference that was the first official acknowledgement of 
this scandal, Mease was asked by a reporter why he had not sent the FBI in as soon as 
he had his first knowledge of the matter. Representing himself as a devout civil-lib- 
ertarian Meese said that to have done that would have teen wrong and improper and would 

S violated the rights of all spoken to or investigated - because he had no reason to 
iBBxh believe that any federal law had been violated and witfi°violation of federal 
law theFiJI had no jurisdiction. 

This is not true, as Meese and White ^ouse counsel if not also others at the “hits 
House and certainly at the Department of Justice and the FBI knew. My authority is J. 
Edgar Mo over in his Warren Commission testimony. I enclose a copy of page 98 of its 
v olume V of it3 testimony. Hoover, in fact, volunteered this statement I believe is 
relevant - that the FBI has the right and obligation to make investigations at the re- 
quest of the president. Its entire JFK assassination investigation, massive and ongoing, 
is based on such a request. Its main JFK assassination file is in its 62 file classifi- 
cation, for "administrative^EHspuncbi inquiry." And, I believe, ifl Meese had not taken 
this cover-up position much of the cover-up, like North's paper-shreddding, would have 
been impossible. 

If Meese' s statement is not included in any file of clippings you have it is re- 
corded in the telecast, tehere I aaWand heard it. 

$e therefore, I believe, has special responsibilities and culpabilities in the 
matter. 

May I also use this to call to yout attention the serious problem this creates 
when an attorney general can reject the appointment of a special counsel, as Barr 
did recently? In Meese 's case blocking appointment of a special counsel would have 
been blocking investigation of his own transgression. 

My apologies for my typing. It cannot be any better. 



Sincerely, , 




S 




i 

I 

I 



I 

i 



i 

I 



l_ 



win be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

PU Th°e ChLhman. Oh, yes; it is our practice to make a brief statement before 
the testimony of each witness, and I will do it now. Lee H Oswald 

Mr Hoover will be asked to testify in regard . hnlf 

”"r s.re^r.'s^rr'i. ««. »». ». 

P °Mr°XIoovER. J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation of the Department of Justice. 

Mr Rankin. Where do you live, Mr. Hoover/ 

Mr] ~ " *■“ 

according to the newspapers? 
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this particular subject. 

Mr. Hoover. That is correct. 

tsfesr ssr.r'i.'.v.rf ;r. »» — > ” 

investigations, and, lb this ^“f‘i n “ re h e % 0 adrf by the special agent in charge at 
immediately assigned a spec Jj. d t „ et „u details and facts con- 

to the of the assassination and 

Tn?ntANKir-From your study of . this ■ ent ir i evldence that ha s ever 

Tme to “attenUof t^t the" was a conspiracy either foreign or domestic 

involved In the assassination? 
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Mr. Hoover. I know of 
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I, personally, feel th 
everybody, because the 
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the FBI Investigate th 
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Representative FdRb 
currently working to < 
Mr. Hoover. I wou 
present time at least f; 
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some foreign countrie 
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First, I had the a; 
sent to the Commissi 
it as an entire lie — t 
our files searched to 
found we had not ! 
they had written an 
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